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Osseo Commercial Club Meeting 
Osseo-Fairchild High/Middle School- Room 244 
Monday, February 24th, 2020  
 
 
1. Presentations: O-F School District Referendum- Superintendent Lori Whelan 

• PDF attached 
• The referendum election is Tuesday, April 7th, 2020 

 
2. Call to Order 7:45pm– President Steve Aleckson 

 
3. Secretary’s Report – Tia Anderson 

• Minutes emailed to group & on website 
• Motion to Accept: Mark D 
• 2nd: Nancy Dewitz 
• Accepted Unanimously 

 
4. Treasurer’s Report –Mark Diehl 

• Money Market $20,383.45 
• Checking $13,644.62 
• Interest gained $1.41 
• Checks: 

➢ Boy Scouts $1036.00 
➢ Cub Scouts $1684 
➢ US Postal $56.00 (PO box) 

• Motion to Accept: Lisa Linder  
• 2nd: Rollie Colby 
• Accepted Unanimously 

 
5. Correspondence-Steve Aleckson- none 

 
6. Donation Request:  

a. S.T.O.P. 
i. Last year we donated one of the inflatables for $300 

ii. Brandon motion for $300 donation 
iii. 2nd: Lisa Linder 
iv. Accepted Unanimously 

b. Holiday Lites Purchase-Steve Aleckson 
i. Plan to slowly replace items over the next couple years.  

ii. Current February special 33% off 
iii. Option 1: Santa with Reindeer $3500 
iv. Option 2: Poinsettia Arch $3000 
v. Option 3: Snow Family $1000 

vi. Discussion on if we should buy the item or make a donation with the intention of 
Holiday Lites making the purchase using our donation and their own funds too.  

vii. Motion: 2/3rd cost- Up to $3,000 toward new displays- remaining balance from 
Holiday Lites fund. 

viii. Motion to Accept: Brandon Leinon  
ix. 2nd: Rollie Colby 
x. Accepted Unanimously 
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7. Old Business: 
a. Pines-Not completed yet.  

• Forrester, Dave, might come to March meeting to discuss 
b. Spring Event 

• Having a meeting tonight to discuss details.  
• Hoping to have an event sometime in March with community members and business to 

create a conversation about the Commercial Club.  
c. City of Osseo Website 

• Commercial club wasn’t listed under “organizations”.  
• Steve stopped in and inquired for us to be added.  
• Want to get our monthly meetings added to the city’s calendar too  

d. Committee updates 
i. Memberships 

1. Spring event will be our kick off event 
ii. Marketing 

1. Tied in with membership – waiting for Spring event 
8. New Business: 

a. Multipurpose Trail meeting: April 2nd, 11:30 at Fire Station.  RSVP for lunch 
b. Membership: Discussion on what we can add to meetings to attract businesses to join.  

 
9. Next meeting:  

➢ Monday, March 23rd 2020, 6:30 p.m  
➢ Location TBD 

 
10. Adjourn  
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The building referendum
 is for m

aintenance projects on our facilities, technology needs, equipm
ent 

replacem
ent, and to im

plem
ent S

TE
M

 (S
cience, Technology, E

ngineering, and M
athem

atics) 
program

s at each school level. W
e additionally have the opportunity, w

ith input from
 our com

m
unity 

businesses and m
em

bers, to rem
odel and expand our technical education program

.

QUESTION 1 - OPERATIONAL
S

hall 
the 

S
chool 

B
oard 

of 
the 

O
sseo-Fairchild S

chool D
istrict be 

authorized to exceed the revenue 
lim

it under S
ection 121.9

1 of the 
W

isconsin S
tatutes each year for 

a period of four years on a non-
recurring basis for the purpose of 
paying D

istrict operating costs as 
follow

s: $
5

75
,0

0
0

 for the 20
20

-
21 school year, $

725
,0

0
0

 for the 
20

21-22 
school 

year, 
$

875
,0

0
0

 
for the 20

22-23
 school year and 

$
9

75
,0

0
0

 for the 20
23

-24 school 
year as provided in the foregoing 
resolution? 

QUESTION 2 - BUILDING
S

hall 
G

eneral 
O
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B
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$
3,9

0
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0
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 for the purpose of 
paying the costs of im

provem
ents 

to 
the 

D
istrict’s 

buildings 
and 

grounds and equipm
ent acquisition 

includ
ing

: 
b

uild
ing

 
and

 
site 

m
aintenance projects; expansion 

and 
rem

odeling 
of 

technical 
education spaces and acquisition 
of related equipm

ent; and district-
w

ide technology upgrades and 
replacem

ents be approved?

W
HAT W

ILL THE REFERENDUM
 ASK?

Our Students 
Our Vote 
Our Future

Our Students 
Our Vote 
Our Future

The M
ission of the Osseo-Fairchild School District, in Partnership w

ith Our Com
m

unity, is to M
otivate, Educate and Em

pow
er Students for Successful Living. 

W
HAT W

ILL THIS DO TO M
Y TAXES?

This referendum
 in itself w

ill not increase the tax rate 
even if both questions pass.

HOW
 CAN “NO TAX RATE INCREASE” BE TRUE?

•
 The D

istrict has debt that is paid off over m
any 

years. This is debt structured w
ith drop off years 

in the plan.

•
 O

ne of the reasons debt is structured that w
ay is so if 

a district is in need of fixing deferred projects they can 
borrow

 w
ithout that debt affecting the am

ount of taxes 
the public is paying tow

ards that loan. In effect, the 
new

 debt replaces the old debt.

•
 This referendum

 coincides w
ith a scheduled period 

for a “no tax rate increase” to occur.

HOW
 W

AS THE LAST BUILDING REFERENDUM
 SPENT?

•
 The previous building referendum

 w
as used for m

ajor 
school renovations including: replacem

ent of roofs, 
flooring, and parking areas; general im

provem
ents to 

all school district buildings; district-w
ide technology 

upgrades, and equipm
ent.

•
 D

ue to cost savings w
ith m

aterials, w
e had a 

rem
aining balance of $

5
0

0
,0

0
0

. This w
as used to 

pay off som
e of the related debt w

hich saved the 
district future interest costs.

W
HAT HAPPENS IF THESE REFERENDUM 

QUESTIONS DO NOT PASS?
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The B

oard of E
ducation has lim

ited 
options. If this part of the referendum

 
fails, educational program

s and services, 
athletics, and extracurricular program

s 
w

ill be reduced by $575,0
0

0
 beginning 

in the 20
20

-21 school year. 
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g
If 

this 
part 

fails, 
the 

m
aintenance 

projects do not go aw
ay. In fact, the 

problem
s associated w

ith som
e of the 

issues w
ould be com

pounded, and 
w

e w
ould be forced to com

e back to 
referendum

 in the future w
ith even 

higher costs. W
e w

ould also continue 
to

 
lim

it 
the 

grow
th 

and
 

learning 
opportunities for students in technical 
education and other program

s.

TAX IM
PACT OF A NONRECURRING OPERATING 

AND BUILDING REFERENDUM
:

If voters ap
p

rove b
oth

 q
u
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n

s on the 
referendum

, th
e cu

rren
t tax levy rate o

f 
$

10
.9

2 
is 

p
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jected
 

to
 

D
E

C
R

E
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S
E

 
22 

cen
ts to $10.70 per $

1,0
0

0
 of property value. 

O
ver the next four years, the projected tax 

rate w
ill continue to steadily decrease w

ith the 
passing of both referendum

 questions.
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DID YOU KNOW
?

O
ne in every three 

W
isconsin public school 

districts rely on operating 
referendum

s to help fund 
their districts! 
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